Simple Step by Step Protocol for Requesting a Mayoral Proclamation
Contributed by Ralph Benko – www.pnosis.com
1. Go to the phone book or Google if you’d prefer.
2. Turn to the phone book blue pages under Local (or Google)
3. Look up number for the Mayor’s Office

4. Don’t worry if you don’t know his or her name.  

(He or she probably doesn’t know yours either.)
5. Call the number.

6. Ask to speak to the Mayor’s secretary.

7. Introduce yourself as a resident of the municipality.

8. Say that you are seeking a Proclamation as part of

World Hypnotism Day.  (Unless you end up talking to the Mayor don’t elaborate unless asked.  The secretary is not a decision maker.)

9. You will be asked to send more information.

10. Ask if you can email it and, if so, ask for an email address.

11. Ask for the correct spelling of the Mayor’s name.

12. Email a brief email that says:

Hi, I am a resident of [name of municipality] and a 

Member of the (National Guild of Hypnotists or organization you belong to).  
I spoke with your office about my request that January 4th be

proclaimed World Hypnotism Day.  Here is the information

requested.  I will call next week to offer more information if needed.

Thank you, [your name, address and phone number.]

Attach: a copy of the draft declaration, together with the letter we have provided.
13. Calendar a call back one week later.

14. One week later call and speak to the secretary.

(If you are from a very small village there may be no secretary.

You may get the Mayor directly.  Don’t worry even if you

don’t know his or her name.  He or she will tell you and be

glad to speak directly to a voter and get his or her name out there.)
15. When you call back, answer any questions, offer to come in and give more information.  Ask when you may have an appointment or may expect a decision.  Tell them that even though it is dated January 4th you would like to receive it at their earliest convenience so you can begin to publicize it in the local paper, TV local news affiliates, and in your worldwide efforts.  (But they only care about local news coverage.)
16. If they say no or are indecisive thank them politely and hang up.  

If you wish to pursue it further do NOT call again.  Do not persuade.
Do not argue.  Instead, have one or two other city or town residents call the

Mayor’s office each week and say that they too wish to see your city

or town be a WHD supporter and hope they will issue the Proclamation.   
Keep going until you run out of people or until the Mayor agrees.
Or ask a City Councilperson, repeating the same process as above, to have the City Council issue the Proclamation as a Resolution.  (Unless you know who your Councilperson is, start with the chairman of the City Council and ask him or her to do it or to point you to your Councilperson.)

Or just stop.  And then:
On January 5th, call the Mayor’s office and tell them how many other mayors issued proclamations and ask if he might be willing to consider one for 2009.  If so,

then in September 2009 call back.  If not, wait until there is a new Mayor.  

If it is a small enough town or village, run for Mayor.  (Don’t threaten to do this.  Just do it if you have a notion.  It will be an educational experience.  And you might win.)

17. Do NOT contact NGH, WHD, Tom Nicoli or me for guidance or reassurance on this.  Part of the fun is in your developing your own resourcefulness and sense of achievement.   It is in the nature of a movement for its leaders not to ask HQ for permission or direction.  (Sometimes you may have to ask for forgiveness.)
Remember: you are a leader not a follower.  Act on it.

If you are caught we will deny my knowledge of this operation.  This memo will self-destruct in 60 seconds. (Just kidding.  Nobody ever got into trouble for requesting a Mayoral Proclamation.)  

18. Good luck.  Let us know just as soon as you get the Proclamation (and not before) and we will let the world know.  
And remember, it is World Hypnotism Day (not Hypnosis)!
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